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Using Low Tech and High 
Tech in the Classroom

Cheris Frailey, M.A., CCC-SLP
Educational Specialist, 
Mayer Johnson LLC.

cheris@mayer-johnson.com

Local Contact:
Jeramy Reed

DynaVox/Mayer-Johnson Sales Consultant
Jeramy.Reed@dynavoxtech.com

Getting to Know You
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Goals for Today

Participants will:

� be able to apply a variety of strategies to 
modify and support curricular instruction 
through the use of symbol support.

� be able to modify instruction with the use 
of symbols to increase the success of 
diverse learners.

� be able to identify resources available for 
implementation

The World of Boardmaker

Picture Communication Symbols
� What are they?

• Stylized drawings of objects, activities, 
feelings, and more

• Different then PECS
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Providing Both Education and Communication 
Solutions

Education and 
Communication Solutions
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Boardmaker Langauges

� 44 symbol library translations
� 14 application translations

� 19 symbol libraries

� And Still growing!

Boardmaker

(Printed Activities)
� Database of PCS
� more than 4500 symbols in the core  library
� Can purchase additional symbols 

(Addendums)
• Import additional symbols or digital 

images

Boardmaker Plus!

� Make Printed activities come alive on 
screen

� Becomes a student tool
� Features Sample Boards and Templates
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Boardmaker with Speaking 
Dynamically Pro!

� Same features as BM+ and three 
additional features
• Word Prediction
• Abbreviation Expansion
• Additional Voice Options

Boardmaker Software Family

Widgit Literacy Symbols
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Dynasyms

Supplement Your Own

Boardmaker Activity Pad

� 32 programmable buttons per 
side

� 4 minutes of record time per 
SmartPocket™

� Unlimited activities

� Portable and durable

� Simple to program activities

� One activity on each side

� Use activities in any BAP 
SmartPocket 

� Reuse Smartpockets for new 
activities
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Boardmaker Activity Pad

Sequential
• Use a sequence button to play a 

series of messages
• Add sequence control buttons
• Create your own freeform button 

arrangement
• Select from four pre-defined 

button layouts

Standard
• Each button plays a single recorded 

message.
• Create your own freeform button 

arrangement
• Select from seven pre-defined button 

layouts

Boardmaker Activity Pad
Examples of

Assisted Activities!

Boardmaker Activity Pad
Examples of

Participation Activities!
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Boardmaker Activity Pad
Examples of

Self-checking Activities!

Boardmaker Activity Pad

Use...
� a student’s focused 

interests to extend 
lessons

� any print material
� Mayer-Johnson add-

ons
� Workbooks/books
� Photos/drawings

Dynavox V

• Encourage 
successful day to 
day, face to face, 
real time interaction

• Support timely 
language and 
literacy skill use 
and development

• Age and level 
appropriate
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� Critical Thinking
� Problem Solving
� Conceptual Understanding
� Hands on – Active Experiences
� Apply new information to existing knowledge
� Connect content areas
� Apply what students are learning to real life

Goals

Curriculum

� Foundation
� Reading, Writing, Math

� Social Studies, Science, P.E., Health 
Education, Fine Arts

Adapting and Modifying 
Curriculum
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Integration of Symbols

• Structure environment
• Environmental Support
• Support Instruction
• Visual Support
• Supports Text
• Assists in acquiring new 

information
• Assists recalling of facts 

and memorization

• Vocabulary Instruction

• Decreases the complexity 
of vocabulary

• Creates a link between 
the picture and the word 
to help recall and 
construct meaning

Symbol Adapted Directions

Adapted Books

� Foam corners
� Pre-printed stickey 

notes
� Symbols with pictures
� Symbols with text
� Stickers/sticky paper
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Cueing

� Visual Cues
• Pictures
• Symbols
• Colors
• Outlines

� Auditory Cues
• Speech 
• Sounds

Mapping

Charting
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Setting a Purpose

Utilizing Symbolate

Read with Highlighting
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Adapted Worksheets

Adapted Worksheets

Decrease Stimulus or Choices
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Color or Font Variation

Color Variation

Before
New England Colonies
• Settlers seeking religious freedom
• Worked on farms or at trades
• Some worked on ships

• Towns center of life
• Most children went to school

Middle Colonies
• Variety of Settlers from different 

countries
• Lived on large farms 
• Few towns
• Children did not attend schools

• Fur trading popular

After
New England Colonies
• Settlers seeking religious freedom
• Worked on farms or at trades
• Some worked on ships

• Towns center of life
• Most children went to school

Middle Colonies
• Variety of Settlers from different 

countries
• Lived on large farms 
• Few towns
• Children did not attend schools

• Fur trading popular

Color and Symbols

New England Colonies

• Settlers seeking religious freedom
• Worked on farms or at trades

• Some worked on ships
• Towns center of life

• Most children went to school

Middle Colonies

• Variety of Settlers from different 
countries

• Lived on large farms 
• Few towns

• Children did not attend schools

• Fur trading popular
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Manipulatives

Interactive Activities

Schedules/Self-Monitoring
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Symbol Adapted 
Assessments

Symbol Adapted Assessment

Interactive Assessments
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Share and Swap

mayer-johnson.com 
Click on training

Cheris Frailey, M.A., CCC-SLP
Educational Specialist, 
Mayer Johnson LLC.

cheris@mayer-johnson.com

Local Contact:
Jeramy Reed

DynaVox/Mayer-Johnson Sales Consultant
Jeramy.Reed@dynavoxtech.com
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� www.mayer-johnson.com


